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2024-2025 e INSTITUTION'S
INNOVATION
COUNCIL
Name of the Event: GeoRisk 2025- A Conference on Natural Hazard Risk

Management

Organised by: Center for Disaster Preparedness, Recovery & Research (CDPRR) and
Hansraj College as strategic partner

Date of the Event: February 15, 2025

Duration/Event Timing: 10 AM to 5 PM

Venue of the Event: India Habitat Centre, New Delhi

Name of Coordinator(s): Dr Pooja Jha Maity

Name of Convener: Prof. Vijay Rani Rajpal and Shri Rakesh Jha (CDPRR)

Event Description (About 250 Words)

GeoRisk 2025, a prestigious conference dedicated to addressing the critical challenges
posed by Glacial Lake Outburst Floods (GLOFs), earthquakes, and landslides, was
successfully held on February 15, 2025, at the India Habitat Centre, New Delhi.
Organized by the Center for Disaster Preparedness, Recovery & Research (CDPRR) in
collaboration with multiple stakeholders, Hansraj College played a crucial role as a
strategic partner, reinforcing its commitment to disaster resilience and risk management.

The conference aimed to bring together experts, policymakers, researchers, and
practitioners to foster discussions on multi-hazard risk mitigation, resilience-building,
and sustainable solutions for disaster preparedness. The sessions provided a
comprehensive view of geospatial technologies, engineering innovations, and policy
interventions to minimize disaster risks, especially in vulnerable regions like the
Himalayas.The event commenced with a welcome address by Prof. Vijay Rani Rajpal
(Vice Principal, Hansraj College), emphasizing the role of academic institutions in
disaster research and policy advocacy. The inaugural session featured distinguished
speakers, Dr. Debolina Kundu, Director, NIUA, who highlighted urban resilience
strategies, Dr. OP Mishra, Director, National Centre for Seismology, discussing seismic
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risks and mitigation, and Shri Vivek Srivastava (IPS), Director General, Fire Services,
addressing disaster response mechanisms.

Plenary Session: Multi-Hazard Risk Mitigation

Moderated by Dr. Surya Prakash, this session explored environmental on sequences of
GLOFs and landslides, earthquake-resistant infrastructure, and geospatial risk
assessment. Experts Dr. Sandeep Singh (IIT Roorkee) and Dr. P.K. Joshi (JNU)
presented innovative research on GIS-based early warning systems and seismic hazard
analysis.

Panel Discussion: Strengthening Disaster Resilience

Led by Prof. S.K. Singh (CSIR-CBRI, Roorkee), the panel delved into community-
based disaster preparedness, hydrological modeling, and emergency medical response.
Speakers, including Col. Sanjay Srivastava (CROPC) and Dr. Naresh Rana (Delhi
University), emphasized data-driven decision-making and localized risk assessment
methodologies.

Technical Workshop: Tools & Technologies for Risk Assessment

This session, chaired by Dr. Aniruddha Roy (Genesys International), featured
discussions on remote sensing, 3D mapping, Al-driven disaster modeling, and drone
technology for rapid response. Experts demonstrated how customized GIS platforms
can enhance real-time visualization and analysis of GLOF threats.

Impact and Takeaways

GeoRisk 2025 facilitated cross-disciplinary collaboration, equipping participants with
cutting-edge knowledge on disaster mitigation strategies. The event underscored the
importance of integrating scientific research with policy-making, reinforcing the need
for early warning systems, infrastructure resilience, and sustainable risk management
practices.

As a strategic partner, Hansraj College reaffirmed its academic and research leadership
in the field of disaster resilience and environmental sustainability. The conference
concluded with a Vote of Thanks by Shri Rakesh Jha (CDPRR), acknowledging the
active participation of experts, institutions, and students in shaping the future of disaster
preparedness.
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